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155 Ninth Avenue, Suite B

Runnemede, NJ 08078

We'll be presenting your thoughts on Red Sonja #0 and #1 next
month, but we thought we'd turn the page over to one of the
writers making Sonja so great again, Michael Avon Oeming:

Red Sonja, She-devil with a Sword.

She was the first of her kind, the first of the "bad girls"
long before there ever was such a silly craze. Let's be clear,
it was Robert E. Howard who breathed life into Red Sonja,
a gun carrying fire-haired woman who appeared in only
one story by the author, yet it was Roy Thomas who took
that life and gave it purpose, personality and soul.
Without Roy, dare I say, Sonja would be nothing more
than a great chapter in the life of Conan. Thank you Roy,
Frank [Thorne], and John [Buscema], for while Howard
may have been Sonja's father, it was you three who raised
her.

When Dynamite first asked me to write Red Sonja, I did-
n't know quite what I was in for. Sure I was excited, but
really, I wasn't prepared. There was so much research to
do. Oddly, much of the research did not relate directly to
Red Sonja, as much as her world and her setting. Lucky for
me, Mike Carey was already attached as co-writer, and
knowing that I had not only a former school teacher,
but a man who Neil Gaiman dubbed as the "next

Neil Gaiman" to write and rediscover Red Sonja with me?
I knew I was in blessed hands.

All this and art by Mel Rubi. Read the issue again, but
don't read the words. Just look at the visual storytelling
that Mel brings. Sure they are beautifully drawn, with an
exciting flair and style, but look closer, strain your eyes,
and you will see the soul of the artist and of Sonja on the
paper. You may even hear the wind or the heartbeat of a
warrior's rage.

We hope this series brings you half the joy and adventure
Mike, Mel and myself have had in bringing it to you. Issue
#0 was hugely successful, but we measure that success not
in numbers, but in the pleasure of our readers. We saw in
that issue glimpses of things to come… the Dark God that
has cast its hand over the people of Hyboria and the peo-
ple who live under it. This hand, and those it controls are
doomed to clash with Sonja. How and why we will reveal
in time. Do not rush for such answers, as this is a long
journey, full of mystery, adventure and death.

So come with us, pack lightly, bring your swords and maps,
and pray that Mitra blesses our journey!

Michael Avon Oeming, June 2005
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based on the heroine created by Robert E. Howard

Special thanks to Arthur Lieberman at Red Sonja Corporation

For Ad Sales, please contact Liz Fulda from Kunoichi
Media Services at (312) 593-5194 or
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